Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 KATHMA 03762 011212Z 

43 

ACTION NEA- 10 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE KATHMANDU 3762 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, ETRN, PFOR, NP, IN 

SUBJECT: TRADE & TRANSIT NEGOTIATIONS - PRESS REACTION 

REF: KATHMANDU 3730 

AFTER A SLIGHT HESITAION OF A DAY OR TWO MOST LOCAL 
PAPERS, INCLUDING THE GOVT-CONTROLLED GURKHA PATRA, 

HAVE COME OUT WITH EDITORIALS ON "FAILURE" OF THE SECOND 
ROUND OF NEGOTIATIONS. THEY ALL FOCUS ON INDIA'S REFUSAL TO 
BUDGE ON THE TRANSIT ISSUE AS THE STUMBLING BLOCK. BUT TONE 
FOR THE MOST PART IS NOT INFLAMMATORY, BUT RATHER ONE OF 
HURT AT SUCH LACK OF UNDERSTANDING ON THE PART OF A FRIENDLY 
NEIGHBOR. MOST ACCUSATORY STATEMENT WAS THAT OF MATRIBHUMI 
WEEKLY, WHICH INCLUDED THE OBSERVATION "... THE TALKS HAVE 
FAILED BECAUSE THE INDIAN SIDE HAD NOT CHANGED ITS INTENTION TO 
IMPOSE FULL CONTROL ON NEPAL'S TRADE WITH THE EXTERNAL 
WORLD." 
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Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 
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